OLD  AMERICAN 
BUILDINGS 


Reprinted  from 
Advertisements  which 
have  appeared  in  the 
Architectural  Maga- 
zines during  1929 


Published  by  the 
V <;rmo7it  Marble  Company 


A.  L A.  File  No.  8Bi 


V. 


{ 


I 


Tlu'  lU'wconuM’  in  niila(l('l])liia  iin’ariahly  x'isits  Iiul('])eii(l- 
(Mic('  Hall  stands  in  the  room  wIumx'  tlu'  i'anions  I )eclai’at ion 
was  siyiu'd  and  thiidcs  of  ddionias  -Jt'flV'rson.  It  is  sig'nifieant 
that  at  .I('if(M‘son's  r('(|n(\st  tlu'  inscription  on  his  toinh  portrays 
him  as  tlu'  anthoi’  of  the  Di'claration  and  tlu*  Father  of  tlu' 
l’ni\('rsity  of  A'iryinia.  lie  wislu'd  to  Ix'  known  to  ])ostei'ity 
as  a (h'siyiu'r  and  l)inlder  as  well  as  a mastt'r  of  statc'craft. 

Like  many  anotlu'r  colonial  strnetnre,  1 mh'jK'mhMiee  Hall 
was  hnilt  of  marhle  and  hriek.  d’lu'  plans  w(M’('  made  in  17.‘F2 
hy  Andr('w  Hamilton  a l*hilad('l))hia  lawycM'  and  a distant 
iH'lative  of  Alexamh'r  Hamilton.  d'lu'  modern  view  of  tlu* 
hnilding'  shown  on  this  i)ag('  is  eomhiiu'd  with  the  I’eale  ])or- 
trait  of  .Ic'iferson. 


Xiniilirr  1 

Of  (I  .'irrir.'!  of  liisionc 
stnichires  illuslrdtin;/  the 
riiricd  inn/s  in  irlilcli 
iiKirlilr  lins  contrihnird  in 
the  drrclojtinrni  of  Aincr- 
iran  (trchitccinrc. 


Author  and  ^4 re  hi  feet 
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Ueujiimin  l‘'iiinklin  cjunc  to  I’liiladelpliia  tor  wliat  he  (le.serilaal 
as  ail  '"unlikely  l)e>>:inniii“'"  he  had  no  idea  that  the  city  of  the  I'utnn' 
would  he  raisin';'  inonninents  in  his  honor,  that  a inarhh'  hnihling  would 
he  dedicated  to  his  ineinory.  Yet  that  is  what  hajiiiened  in  lS'-2.5  when 
the  l''ranklin  Institute  heeanie  a rtadity.  Within  its  walls  reiiosc'  many 
])rieeless  relies  of  the  statesman,  the  scientist  and  tlu;  author,  who  heuan 
as  a printer. 

A jiart  of  the  inarhle  is  in  the  shadow  in  this  jiietnre.  hnt  nothinu'  can 
dim  the  sturdy  impressi\eness  of  the  hnildin^.  It  was  (h'sig'ned  hy  .lohn 
Ilaviland.  I'he  portrait  in  the  circle  was  taken  from  Hoyle's  statin'  of 
Franklin. 


.\  uiiiIk  r ! 

Of  (I  siriis  Ilf  liixlnrir  slnic- 
liirrs.  ilhisl  rill  i III/  thr  riirinl 
iriii/.'i  ill  irliirli  iiiiirlili  liii.'i  l■llll- 
Iriliiili  il  III  llii  ill  rihijiiiii  III 
Ilf  . \ III!  I'll'  I II  A rrli ill  li II I'l  . 
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Of  (I  series  of  liisforie 
struct  1 1 res  it  I ust  rati)!;! 

the  raried  inujs  in 
irhieli  nuirlde  Ikis  eoti- 


Stephen  Girard, 

Friend  of  the  Orphans 

History  li:is  imich  to  t('ll  of  (iii’ard,  tho  iiiariiuM’.  nu'i-cliaiit 
and  hanki'r.  Often  lias  it  heen  relali'd  how  in  ISlf. 
tlironyli  tlie  loan  of  millions  l»y  Oirard's  hank,  tlu‘  Oovcmmi- 
inent  was  sa^’(‘d  fi-oin  financial  oblivion  and  llu'  war 
broil, ylit  to  a victorious  dost'.  His  ('(|nally  li'ix'at  rok'  as 
a ])lnlant hro])ist  has  Ix'cn  yiven  k'ss  publicity.  ^ (d  the 
coll('^'('  in  Idhhnh'lphia,  which  was  his  k'gacy  to  orjihan 
boys,  is  still  doiny  honor  to  his  name,  whik'  his  war  n'cord 
lin^XM’s  only  as  a memory. 


trihiitcd  to 
opmeut  of 
architect  nre. 


the  (lerel- 
.1  ineriea  a 


IS  c('ntral  marble  bnildiny  of  (drard  (k)lk\i>(',  opi'in'd  in 
bSfS,  has  been  calk'd  oiu'  of  tlu'  most  pc'rteet  ( d‘('('k 
lem|)les  in  existi'iiei'.  It  was  desi^iu'd  by  d'homas  W 
Walter.  The  (di’ard  likeness  in  the  insi'rt  was  taki'ii 
from  (ievelot's  mai’bk'  statue  which  stands  in  tlu*  south 
vestibule  of  tlu'  bniklin<>'. 
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( )(  (I  Ilf  hi.iloric  ulriir- 

hnrs  illuMrnliiifi  the  rarinl 
iriii/s  ill  irhirh  iiinrhiv  liii.^ 

ciiidriiiiilcd  III  the  ilcrclojiiiiiiil 
Ilf  A iiii  riai II  iirrhilviiiiri . 


It  was  ill  old  Cdirpoiiters'  Hall.  Pliila(U'l])liia.  llial  Patrick 
Henry,  the  yeiitleinaii  in  the  eirele.  made  his  yriait  ])It‘a  for 
loh'rance  and  earried  his  fame  heyond  llu'  hordm’s  ol  his 
native  state.  Ilis  words,  ntler('(l  in  1774,  wlum  tlu'  1^'irst 
( 'out  inental  (’onyress  assenilih'd,  have  never  lost  tludr 
(docjiience. 

“The  distinetions,”  lie  eriial,  “hetwi'en  ^ iryinians,  Ptmii- 
sylvanians,  \ew  Shirkers  and  \ew  Enylamh'rs,  an'  no  more. 
I am  not  a \drginian,  hnl  an  American.'' 

ddiis  old  Imilding  of  inarhle  and  hriek,  then'fon'.  stands 
second  only  in  imiiortance  to  the  more  widi'ly  advi'rtisi'd 
Independence  Hall.  Rohert  Smith  was  the  arehiteet. 


Nnmlx'r  4 


The  V lice  of  the  New  Nmerica 
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Where  Lived 
Arnold,  the  Patriot 


Mt.  Pleasant  iNIausioii  goes  haek  to  the  time  wlien 
Beiiediet  Arnold  was  a trusted  ofheer  ol‘  the  Continental 
*\.rmy.  He  honylit  it  as  a "’ift  for  his  hride.  Peo'gy 
Shippen.  At  the  (uhI  of  a year  his  treaehery  was  nn- 
eovered  and  the  pro])erty  eonfiseated. 

ddiis  ])ictures(ine  old  country  seat  with  its  \hne  em- 
hroidered  stone  and  marble  was  hnilt  in  ITtil  hy  (’apt. 
John  iMaci)herson,  a retired  followei’  of  the  sea.  President 
.Vdams  })roclaimed  it  the  most  elegant  s('at  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  was  designed  hy  John  Harrison. 


Xnmher  .5 

Of  a series  of  historic  struc- 
tures iU  ust  roliug  the  ruricil 
ivdi/s  in  which  Aincricon 
niiirlilc  luis  contributed  to  the 
dcrelopinent  of  our  nutionol 
orch  itcct  ure.  lectured  oborc 
ore  Mt.  Pleasant  Mansion, 
Past  Fairmount  Park,  Phila- 
delphia, and  its  resiileni  of 
Pevolniionanj  dai/s.  Pcncdict 
Arnold. 
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'^riie  old  (diew  Mansion  was  (lesigtied  and  hiiilt  in  17(!()  dy 
Henjamin  ('liew.  Chief  .Justice  of  tlie  Supreme  (’onrt  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  had  llu'  inisforliine  to  he  in  the  eenti'r  of  llu' 
Pevohil ionary  eonfiiet  known  as  the  Hattie  of  (ierinantown. 
In  fact  it  still  Ixairs  on  its  walls  the  marks  of  I’ehel  hnlh'ts. 

The  ('hew  ^Mansion,  known  also  as  ('li\'eden,  is  still  in  ])os- 
session  of  memhers  of  the  family — still  retains  its  s])aeions 
grounds,  and  its  inimitahh'  dooi’way,  flanked  hy  stoi’ied  mar- 
hle  figures,  l^ven  the  eoaeh-hoiise  still  holds  as  a ])r('cions 
heirloom  the  somewhat  incapacitated  vehicle  in  which  \Vash- 
ington  rode. 


Xiiiiihir  11 

Of  a KcricK  (ij  liialoric  si r ii<i ii !'(  ■'< 
ilhislral i iKj  till-  riirivil  inii/s  in 
ii'ltirli  iii'irliU  Inis  cnnlrihiilnl  In 

I In  (Icrilojinnnl  of  Annricnn 
nrrln'lciinri . Tin  ('linr  Mnn- 
sliin  III  (Icnii'i nliiirn.  I'n..  irilli 

II  siniill  pirlnn  iif  ils  orii/innl 
iiiriiri'.  J iislin  lit  n jii nil n ('In  ir. 
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In  the  Early  Days 
of  Protection 


NUMBER  7 

Of  (I  scries  of  luslorir  slriic- 
liircs  illiistniting  the  viiricd 
iraijs  in  irhirli  American 
inarhle  has  conIriJnilcd  to  the 
dcrelojinienl  of  onr  nalional 
architcclnrc . Featured  in  the 
■illustrations  are  the  I’nitcd 
States  ('ustoni  House.  Phila- 
delphia. and  Kentucky' s yreat 
champion  of  protection . Henry 
Clay. 


(y  .V  C'crlaiii  day  in  ISOS,  Ihairy  (day  iiil roductal  a bill 
in  I lie  Kcaitiieky  leyislal  ure  favoring  I he  wearing  of 
home  made  i^oods.  h'rom  that  tinu'  on  lu*  was  an  elo(|iuml 
aih'oeale  of  jiroteelion.  WvW  may  his  pielnre  lx*  associated 
with  this  old  Phihnhdphia  (distoni  House  which  was  a part 
of  the  a.a,e  in  which  he  livi'd. 

ddiis  strnetnn'.  now  known  as  the  (distom  Ilonse.  was  hnilt 
in  ISl!)  as  tlu'  Second  Idiitial  States  Hank.  It  eanu'  into  the 
enstoms  service  in  1S4.3.  I’rior  to  that  time  many  other 
l)nildin,i>s  inelndiny  the  famous  (dirpenters'  Hall  diad 
served  as  headiinarters  for  the  eolk'ctors. 

ddie  Hhiladeliihia  (distom  Ilonse  is  oik'  of  tlu'  (airlii'st 
examples  of  Doric  ai’chiteet nre  in  marlile  in  this  eonntry. 
ddie  design  has  been  credited  to  William  Strickland. 
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Xunil)t'r  iS 

(ff  a .series  of  hisforir 
stnirtiires  illusiratinn  the 
ear  ted  iraiis  iti  irhieh 
Ameriedu  marble  has 
eoiifrihafed  to  the  dereloj>- 
meut  (f  oar  national 
arehiteetnre.  Featured  in 
the  itln.strations  are  the 
First  r.  S.  Jlanlr.  Phila- 
delphia. and  the  first  Sec- 
retari)  if  the  'Treasnri/, 
Ale.rander  Hamilton. 


lx  17S1  Ali‘xan<l(M-  I lainilloii,  a nu'iv  youth  of  Iwciity-tlux'c. 
wrote  to  Robert  Morris,  outliiiiiiy  the  plan  of  a national  hank- 
ing system.  Tlu'  i(h'a  was  so  advanec'd  that  Monas  ado])t(al 
it  in  j)art  oidy,  and  lu'  founded  tlu‘  Hank  of  IVnnsyh’ania  as 
an  ex])erim(Mit . Later,  as  Sc'cretary  of  the  Treasury  in  \\ash- 
ington's  eahinet,  Hamilton  used  that  same  ])lan  to  stabilize 
the  disrupted  finanees  of  tlu'  ( h)\'ernment . 

ddiat  Hank  of  Ik'nnsyK'ania  at  Hhilad(‘l])hia  beeanu'  known 
as  the  First  I nitcal  States  Haidv.  It  was  built  in  17!)S  and 
from  ISll  to  IS.Sl  it  handhal  tlu'  pri\'at('  banking  l)nsiness  of 
Stej)hen  (iirard.  Xot  oidy  is  it  one  of  tlu'  ohh'st  of  the  na- 
tion's l)ank  buildings  l)nl  one  of  tlu*  oldest  marbk'  l)nildings 
as  well.  It  was  designed  by  Samuel  Hlodget. 
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In  the  Days  of 
Ox-Cart  Transportation 


^ I ^ 1 1 1 ' old  (distoni  House  at  Erie,  Ea..  known  in  tli(' 
heginnin.i^'  as  a Enited  State's  Ikink.  was  knill  in  ISS? 
Old  of  marble  wlneli  was  (|narrie'd  and  fiinshed  in  t ei'inoid. 
It  traveled  slowly-  -first  by  team,  thirty  miles,  to  White'liall, 
\.  Y.,  then  by  canal  to  Albany,  ayain  by  canal  to  BntValo, 
and  finally  by  lake  boat  to  Ei’ie.  Evc'ii  boats  wen'  slow  a 
('entnry  ago.  Robert  Fnlton  was  vi'll  satisfied  when  his 
“(dermoid"  made  five  miles  an  honi'.  ^ d't  Fnlton  laid  tin' 
foniidation  for  (inieker  shijiments  and  lu'  wc'll  deservi's  the 
place  of  honor  on  this  jiage. 


xiMina!  '• 

of  II  scrirs  Ilf  hisliirir  xlriir- 
liiri'K  ill  iisiriiliiii/  Ihr  riii'iiil 
irai/K  ill  irhiiii  A iiicritini 
iiiiirhli  has  |■lllllrillllll■ll  In  Ihv 
ili  ri  lojiiiii  III  III  iiiir  iiiiliiiiiiil 
iirrliilirhtrr.  Lliiknl  irilli  lliis 
jiirliiri  Ilf  Ihr  ( )lil  (’iislniii 
lIiiiiKr  III  Krir  is  line  of  Ifiilii  rl 
Fiilliiii.  I III  fin  III  jiiiiiii  er  ill  Ihi 
sli  II iiislii  ji  iriiiiil. 


This  venerable  building  wdiieh  of  late  yeai's  has  bi'i'ii 
a home  for  the  (1.  A.  R.  is  another  examjile  of  tlu'  aiu-ii'iit 
lemjile  idea  applied  to  new  woi’ld  business.  It  was  (K'signed 
by  Edward  Summers  and  the  records  show  that  he  eanu' 
there  from  his  office  in  Philadelphia  to  supervise  the  work 
of  eonstruetiou. 
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( )f  II  .iirii.':  Ilf  lilsliirir  ulnir- 
liii'is  ill  iifilrii/i  III)  llii  riiriiil 
iriii/s  ill  irliicli  A III!  ririi II 
iiiiirlili  liii.':  riiiilrihiiliil  In 
llir  ill  ri  liijiiiii  III  Ilf  nnr  iiii- 
liniinl  iirrliili  cl un  . Tlir  illiis- 
/riiliiiiin  ill  III  lx  nisi  nitiiliiiii 
/III  sinriiil  Frnuuns  ’rnnrn 
irilli  II  in  II  Iniiiirii  liL'i  iiiss 
iij  H iisliiiii/loii. 


Served  the  General 


Frauiices  'I'avc'ni  in  New  York  is  notcal  tor  many  tilings,  'riu're 
it  was  that  the  New  \ Ork  Chainher  of  Coniineree  was  organized. 
There  the  New  York  Yacht  Clnli  had  its  liirtli,  and  tlie  Sons 
of  Lilierty  liehl  their  i’ainons  tea  party.  Its  night  of  nights, 
however,  was  in  Dceeinher,  ITSd,  when  (icmcral  Wasliington 
ga\e  a farewell  dinner  to  forty-four  of  his  oflieers  all  of  whom 
were  seiwed  there  hy  Samuel  Fiannees  (Hlack  Sam),  the  swarthy 
Wi'st  Indian  ])ro])rietor. 

This  old  hnilding  of  hriek  and  marhle  dates  hack  to  1710.  It 
was  hought  eventually  hy  the  Sons  of  the  Hevolntion  and  con- 
verted into  a museum.  'The  name  of  the  architect  is  unknown, 
although  the  structure  was  restored  ahout  1007  hy  William 
II.  Mersereau. 


I J here  Black  Sam 
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of  o scn'cs  of  hisloric  slriic- 
lur(s,  illiislruliiifi  llie  roricd 
iroi/s  ill  irliirli  Aincricini 
iiiarbli’  him  coiilrihulcil  to 
the  derelopnH  nt  of  our 
nnliomd  orchiteclure.  The 
pieturex  on  this  page,  hath 
of  the  Old  Post  OJfiee  and 
President  Van  Huren,  are 
reminiscent  of  the  styles  of 
other  days. 


The  President  Who  Counted 
the  Second  Cost 


JX  ISd!)  wlu'ii  tlu'  01(1  Post  ()llic(‘  was  hiiilt  in  Washington 
there  was  inneh  disenssion  in  ( 'ongress  as  to  what  l)nihlin,i>' 
material  should  prc'doininati'  in  the  new  ('apitol.  F>v(mi  tluni 
the  followers  of  L'Knfant  w('re  ariiiiiiiii,'  for  the  city  Ix'antifnl. 
In  the  eas(‘  of  the  Post  Ofliec'  the  ehoie('  of  matcn-ial  was  kd't 
to  President  Van  Hnren.  lie  (h'creed  that  inarhle  should  Ix' 
ns('d.  not  lx'C‘ans('  of  its  heanty  and  diynity,  hut  l)eeaiis(‘  with 
inarhle  lluM’t'  would  he  no  paintiny.  no  cost  of  njikc'ej).  Ih* 
looki'd  at  it  purely  from  tlu*  standjioint  of  eeonomy. 

Roherl  Mills  who  (h'siyned  this  old  Post  ( )tliee  was  tlu‘ 
architect  also  of  tlu'  Tr('asnry  Ihiildiny,  the  Patent  Othec* 
and  the  statidy  Washington  Moniinumt.  1I(‘  was  tlu'  first 
native-horn  Anu'rieaii  architect  to  he  regularly  trained  for 
the  profession. 
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Xumhor  12 


The  Treinsformation 
of  Beacon  Hill 


OJ  II  scriis  nf  liigliiric  slriir- 
liins  ilhistriiliiiij  Ihc  raricil 
irin/s  ill  irhich  Aiiu'riai/i 
iiiiirhlr  has  coiilrlliiilcil  to  Ihc 
ilcvclopim  ul  of  our  iiiilioiiiil 
iirrliilcrhirc.  Thin  piclurc  of 
the  Hoxloii  ('dpitoi  iriiK  liil;cn 
some  time  ago  hcforc  Ihc  iiioil- 
rni  irim/s  iccrc  milled.  The 
rirniliir  poiiruil  is  u likeness 
of  So  III  mi  Alin  ms. 


"I'lie  land  on  which  the  Massaclinsctts  ('a|)i)()l  now  stands  was  one(* 
used  hy  (iovcnior  Hancock  lor  a cow  |)astnrc.  At  tlu'  ])cak  of  tlic 
hill  was  a hiyh  mast  where  signal  lii'cs  were  set  to  wai'n  (he  inhahi- 
tants  of  iinasions  or  Indian  ui)risings.  d'hns  originated  the  name 
"Hcacon  Hill." 

After  a time  the  top  of  the  hill  was  cut  olf  and  a state  house  wa^  hnill 
on  it — a stiaietnre  of  l)riek  and  marlile.  (ioxcimor  Sanmel  Adams  laid 


the  corner  stone  on  the  Fourth  of  .Inly,  17!).5.  I’anI  Hiwerc'  made  IIk' 


eo|)|)er  ])lales  which  eo\ered  the  great  dome. 


d'he  original  froid  was  di’signed  l)\'  (’Innles  Unllineh  whose  work 
has  an  outstanding  |)laee  among  Colonial  hnilders.  Many  additions 
have  come  with  (he  later  years  hnt  the  eeidral  section  which  fronts 
tlie  Common  still  stands  as  a monnment  to  his  memory. 


VKiniOXT  MARBLE  (OMBAXY  RRCK^FOR,  \ KiniOX  F 

Ilranchcs  in  Ihc  lan/rr  citirn 
See  Sireel’s  ( 'iiliilog  for  Specijicnlioiis  iiinl  Ollnr  hula 

VERMONT  MARBLE 


AVERY  LI3;R.ARY 
COLUMBIA  UrjiVERSiTY 


